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LEGAL  UPDATE  CONFERENCE  
 

Friday 9 t h  October 2015      8 .55am –  4.00pm  
 

Venue: NSW Parl iament House, Macquarie Street,  Sydney 

 

Update your knowledge in relation to the legal issues in the Legal Studies and Commerce syllabuses by hearing from experts in the legal world 

  

PROGRAM 
  

 

 

8:30 - 8:55 Registration Networking, Organisation/Publisher Displays, Pick up free resources 

8:55 - 9:00 Joe Alvaro, President – EBE NSW Opening and Welcome  

9.00 - 10.00 Session 1 
 
Barrister Dominique Hogan-Doran 

Challenges to the Rule of Law in Australia Today 
This session will offer insights into the Year 11 topics “The Legal 
System” and “The Individual and the Law” using the basic legal 
concept of the rule of law as a framework. What role do 
commissions of enquiry re law reform play in our legal system? 
How effective is the use of alternative dispute resolution in 
achieving justice? 

 

About the presenter: 

Dominique Hogan-Doran is a commercial barrister based in Sydney, Australia, and has been a member 
of the NSW Bar since 1995. Dominique specialises in advocacy in superior courts & tribunals, complex 
dispute resolution and strategic legal advice.  She also appears in the NSW Independent Commission 
Against Corruption where complex financial matters have arisen before that body. Dominique is a highly 
recommended counsel who is briefed by major Australian law firms and regulators. She has particular 
expertise in securities, financial services and prudential laws & regulation, holding a general advisory 
retainer for an APRA regulated Australian industry superannuation fund with $4.9bn FUM. Dominique is 
an accredited mediator and is principal of the commercial dispute resolution provider Phillip Street 
Mediation. She is a former national President of Australian Women Lawyers. 

10:00 - 10:45 

 

 

 

Session 2 

 
Annabelle Daniel, CEO - Women’s 
Community Shelters 

Women’s Shelters and Access to Justice 
So, what do women’s shelters and refuges do? Do you know? 
Women’s refuges are more than just a safe place to sleep. They 
are vital and vibrant organisations where women’s (and 
children’s) access to justice is promoted and supported. 
Supporting women to access legal and policing services, 
navigate government bureaucracy, address medical needs and 
access housing, training, support and education are critical 
components of service provision. This session will help explain 
how inequality impacts on individual women and how women’s 
refuges help in addressing crime and providing a human rights 
response to domestic violence and homelessness. 

About the presenter: 

Annabelle Daniel has been a professional in the field of family separation for 15 years, working in private 
enterprise, Federal government and the community sector.  Prior to joining WCS as Chief Executive 
Officer, she held an Operations leadership position in the Department of Human Services, overseeing 
the Child Support programme.  A key role in Annabelle’s career was the Manager of Elsie, Australia’s 
longest-established women’s shelter, providing services and support to women and children 
experiencing homelessness and escaping domestic violence. Annabelle trained as a lawyer and has 
extensive experience in administrative decision making for Federal departments.  She investigated and 
resolved complex complaints and conducted “own motion” investigations for the Commonwealth 
Ombudsman.  Annabelle has also held a number of board positions in charitable and not-for-profit 
organisations in diverse fields including community development, fundraising and the arts. 

10:45 - 11:10 Morning Tea Networking, Organisation/Publisher Displays, Pick up free resources 

11:15 - 12:00 Session 3 
 
Daniela Giorgi, Civics and 
Citizenship Officer – NSW 
Parliament House 

The NSW Parliament: Ideas and Resources for 
Teaching about the Democratic Process 
This session explores the decision making process in a 
representative democracy including the role and function of the 
Legislative Assembly and Legislative Council and the role of 
Parliamentary Committees. Participants will also visit the 
Legislative Chambers, taking part in the role play that students 
participate in when they visit Parliament House. 

About the presenter: 
Daniela Giorgi is the Civics and Citizenship Officer for the NSW Department of Education, seconded to 
the Parliamentary Education Section at the Parliament of NSW. 

  

http://www.ebe.nsw.edu.au/


12:00 - 12:30 Session 4 
 
Rob Powrie, Practice Director – 
National Native Title Tribunal 

Native Title and the Role of the National Native 
Title Tribunal  
This session will look at the history and key elements of native 
title with references to relevant case law. 
How it operates in NSW including its intersection with the NSW 
Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 will be covered, as well as the 
key elements of the Native title Act 1993 (Cth) including the 
future acts regime.   In this context Rob will then outline the 
statutory functions of the National Native Title Tribunal and the 
role it plays in assisting the native title and future act process. 

About the presenter: 
Rob Powrie has been admitted as a solicitor for over 28 years. Rob spent the first 17 years in private practice 
before moving to the Australian Government Solicitor’s office in Canberra in 2004. Whilst there Rob was 
seconded to ATSIC, as it then was, and was acting General Counsel. Rob left ATSIC when it was wound up 
and in June 2006 commenced with the Kimberley Land Council as the Principal Legal Officer. He was 
employed there for 4 ½ years before returning to Canberra to set up his own consultancy business. Rob 
conducted this business and undertook exclusively Native Title work. This resulted in a large number of full 
time consultancies including with 2 Representative Bodies as acting Principal Legal Officer and AIATSIS as 
Director of Research in the Native Title Unit. In July 2015 Robert was appointed as one of two Practice 
Directors within the National Native Title Tribunal (NNTT). This position supervises the operations of the 
NNTT and ensures that its statutory functions are complied with and stakeholder expectations are met. The 
Tribunal plays an integral part in the Native Title process. 

12:30 - 13:00 Session 5 
 
Mr Rodney Lee Walsh, Senior 
Assistant Commonwealth  
Ombudsman 

Resolving Disputes with the State: The Role of the 
Commonwealth Ombudsman 
The Commonwealth Ombudsman has wide powers to 
investigate complaints about the administrative actions and 
decisions of Australian Government agencies to see if they are 
wrong, unlawful or discriminatory. Rodney will explain how the 
Commonwealth Ombudsman safeguards the community in its 
dealings with Australian Government agencies. 

About the presenter: 
Rodney Lee Walsh is the Senior Assistant Commonwealth Ombudsman. He has held various roles with the 
Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations. Rodney works in the Justice, Finance and 
Territories branch of the Commonwealth Ombudsman’s office. 

13:00 - 13:40 Lunch Networking, Organisation/Publisher Displays, Pick up free resources 

13:45 - 14:45 Session 6 
 
Nick Clark, Chief Executive 
Officer - Rule of Law Institute of 
Australia 

The new Bail Act 
A new Bail Act was introduced in NSW in 2013. The previous 
bail Act 1978 (NSW) had become complex and laden with many 
different special circumstances as well as complex 
presumptions for and against bail. The new Bail Act 2013 (NSW) 
was introduced after significant consultation with all 
stakeholders. It simplified the process of bail decisions by 
introducing the unacceptable risk test to be considered among 
other bail concerns. Following decisions to grant bail in a 
number of cases which caused controversy in the media and a 
review by a former Attorney General, the NSW Government 
amended the Bail Act 2013 requiring the accused to ‘show 
cause’ as to why they should not be imprisoned prior to any 
determination of unacceptable risk. The amendments to the Bail 
Act 2013 also removed the presumption of innocence from the 
text of the Act to the preamble of the Act. Jackie and Nick will 
outline these changes and discuss a number of recent bail 
decisions by the NSW Supreme Court which require an accused 
to ‘show cause’ as why they should not be imprisoned. 

About the presenter: 
Nick Clark is the Chief Executive Officer for the Rule of Law Institute of Australia (RoLIA). He is a secondary 
teacher who started out teaching English and History but was drawn to Legal Studies and the social 
sciences, and joined the RoLIA staff in early 2012. He is passionate about access to justice and making 
resources that help students at all levels understand the law. 

 

14:45 - 15:45 Session 7 
 
Howard Brown, OAM, Vice –
President - Victims of Crime 
Assistance League (VOCAL) 

Using Non-Legal Mechanisms to Achieve Justice for 
Victims 
To what extent does the law balance the rights of victims, 
offenders and society? Howard will look at the genesis of victim 
support organisations. The lobbying of Government to change 
the law such as the removal of the unsworn statement from the 
dock, change to “Diminished Responsibility”, the use of Victim 
Impact Statements, restorative justice and the introduction of 
Standard Non Parole Periods will also be covered. VOCAL also 
performs the important role of Court Support and Howard will 
share his experiences in this area. 

About the presenter: 
Howard Brown is a 60-year-old failed legal student who after studying Law for six years found himself unable 
to pass the subject of Taxation. He then became a Private Investigator and was working as same in 1988 
when one of his friends was murdered. It was at this point that Howard realised that what he had learned at 
Law School was not really accurate and that there was no real protection for Victims of Crime. Howard 
attended the inaugural meeting of VOCAL and became a member and went straight onto the committee, in 
1989. After that he then established the Sydney arm of the Victims of Crime Assistance League (Vocal) in 
1991. Currently Howard is Vice-President of VOCAL and a Life Member. He has held the positions of 
President and Vice-President of Vocal Hunter. He is a member of the Victims Advisory Board, Sentencing 
Council, and the DNA Review Panel and provides assistance to Homicide Victims Support Group, Enough is 
Enough, Mission Australia, Stacsa (Stand Together against Sexual Abuse) Gunnedah and Homicide Victims 
Association. He is a Victims Advocate for Victims of Crime before the Mental Health Review Tribunal and 
NSW Parole Authority. He is engaged in restorative justice programs through The Department of Juvenile 
Justice, was involved as a Victims representative in the trial of the Forum Sentencing Scheme out of 
Liverpool Court and is now also working with Burwood Court as the rollout of Forum Sentencing is extended 
to that court. He is also involved in support work through the restorative Justice Unit of the NSW Department 
of Corrective Services. Howard was awarded the Order of Australia Medal in June of 2004 for his work with 
Victims of Crime. He was invested as an Honorary fellow of the University Of New South Wales in March of 
2011, in recognition for his work in the law and support of the University and its students. 

15:45 - 16:00 Conference Close Lucky door prizes, Certificates, Evaluation forms  
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LEGAL UPDATE CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION FORM  

 

Friday 9 t h  October 2015     8.55am –  4pm  
 

Venue: NSW Parliament House, Macquarie Street, Sydney  

Update your knowledge in relation to the legal issues in the Legal Studies and Commerce syllabuses by hearing from experts in the legal world. 



Email,  fax or mail enrolment form   

1. Contact Details 

Name : ________________________________________________________ EBE Member # : ___________ 

School Name : __________________________________________________ BOSTES #: ________________ 

School Address : ________________________________________________ Postcode : ________________ 

Phone : _______________________________________  Mobile : ___________________________________ 

Email : ________________________________________________________ Fax : ____________________ 

 

2. Enrolment Details (Prices include GST) 

[      ] places @ $150 each – EBE Non Member Total : $ _________________________ 

[      ] places @ $75 each – EBE Financial Member Total : $ _________________________ 

[      ] places @ $25 each – EBE Financial Member (Concessional) Total : $ _________________________ 

 

3. Payment Details* (for GST purposes this form becomes a TAX INVOICE upon completion & payment) 

☐ Cheque / Money Order for $ _______________ payable to EBE NSW School Order # : _______________ 

Credit Card # ☐ Mastercard   ☐ Visa :   _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ Expiry Date :  _ _ /_ _ _ _ 

Cardholder’s Name : ________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature : _________________________________________________ Date : _______________________ 

* EBE has a privacy policy that endorses the National Privacy Principles set out in the Privacy Amendment (Private Sector) Act 2000. 
                           A copy of this policy can be found on our website. 

 

           Economics and Business Educators NSW through the Professional Teachers’ Council NSW- Board of Studies, Teaching and Educational Standards   

     (BOSTES) (formerly the NSW Institute of Teachers) as the endorsed provider of Institute Registered professional development for the maintenance 
of accreditation at Proficient, Highly Accomplished, and Lead levels. 

 

Scope of Endorsement  

- All Standards of the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers at the level of Proficient and Highly Accomplished 

- Standards 1-7 of the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers at the Lead level 

 
       Completing the Legal Update Conference  9 October 2015 will contribute 5.35 hours of QTC Registered PD addressing 7.4.2; 6.2.2 from the     

                                 Australian Professional Standards for Teachers towards maintaining Proficient Teacher Accreditation in NSW. 

http://www.ebe.nsw.edu.au/

